Ithaca, NY - September 6, 2000 - Students gathered on Ho Plaza on Wednesday afternoon to watch a spirited rally protesting oil and gas drilling the Finger Lakes National Forest.  While a narrator spoke about the severe repercussions of drilling in such a delicate ecosystem, participants acted out a drama of oil drilling devastation.  A greed-driven corporate oil executive chopped away trees to make way for building a live oil rig who proceeded to "leak" chocolate syrup "oil" onto nearby creatures.  The tree screamed as it hit the ground, and the animals shrieked; as the oil rig squirted its fluid upon the wildlife, it exclaimed, "Oops," and the businessman snickered "Oh, well; at least I'm making money!"


	Members of the Cornell Greens and the Society for Natural Resources Conservation gathered to raise awareness about the proposed oil and gas drilling in the Finger Lakes National Forest.  The Finger Lakes National Forest is New York State's only National Forest and is located less than half of an hour from the Ithaca area.  The forest is home to many forms of plants and wildlife and serves as a recreation area for many residents of the Finger Lakes region.


	Members stated that, if mineral rights to the Finger Lakes Forest are leased to the two private corporations who have applied to the Bureau of Land Management for those rights, the forest and region will suffer.  Wells would be distributed throughout the entirety of the forest, each one necessitating the clearance of about one-third of an acre.  The forest must be cleared to make way for service roads fifty to one-hundred feet in width and of variable length (five acres are cleared per mile of road).  Trucks and wells will leak oil and gas around wells and around roads polluting the water table and poisoning the ecosystem.  The initial drilling will be quite noisy, disturbing wildlife, locals and recreationists.  The periodic checking and draining of the wells will cause similar problems.


	Members of the two student groups, when asked why they were so ardently opposed to the drilling, gave multiple reasons.  Julie Baribeau, the president of the Cornell Greens and the narrator of the events said, "These are our public lands and should not be given away to private oil companies at the expense of the American taxpayer."  According to Jesse Strock, the President of the Society for Natural Resources Conservation: "Extraction of resources from public lands is subsidized by $1.2 billion per year of taxpayer money.  We are paying for our natural resources to be stripped from under our feet.  These resources should be preserved for sustainable uses such as camping and hiking, fishing, hunting, and more, and for future generations to come."  This $1.2 billion subsidy is spent mostly on administrative processes, lands surveying, road building, and other functions that could be the responsibility of the profiting parties.  According to data collected by the US government, using forests sustainably, as suggested by Mr. Strock, yields 31.4 times more income to the nation's economy and creates 38.1 times more jobs than does stripping our national forests of their resources.


	Other members were outraged for more personal reasons.  "Oil drilling is never clean - for that reason alone I oppose the proposal.  But as a user of the national forest system, I feel that it would be tragic to lose this wonderful parkland" said Ivy Bigelow.  Adam Fox, a natural resources major in the College of Agriculture and Life Sciences said "I am appalled to hear about this project.  It is disgraceful to hear that this is being done to our lands and the creatures that live within them.  It infuriates me that the forest service has the power to sell the people's lands."


